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Educational Perspective  
of Friends Theological College 

Friends Theological College is a ministry of Friends United Meeting (FUM) in Eastern Africa. 
Hence, the theological life and educational experience at Friends Theological College is shaped 
by Christian Faith and Practice in the Friends Church, published by FUM in 20021. Students may 
come from Quaker yearly meetings in other regions of Africa with their own faith and practice 
commitments or from other churches and denominations with compatible but different doctrines 
and perspectives. Respectful exploration of the diverse doctrinal heritage of FTC students and 
staff enriches the theological experiences of all. 

Christian faith is the foundation upon which Friends Theological College explores the world. 
Christian faith is the common experience the community seeks to understand. It is Christian 
faith that we come together to reflect upon, articulate and live. It is the ministry of Jesus Christ 
that Christian faith calls forth from us that we aspire to practice and develop through teaching 
and learning at FTC.  

A. The Bible 

Friends Theological College seeks to promote and encourage the teaching of the Bible as 
understood by Friends, while welcoming communion and dialogue with other Christians. The 

                                                      
1 Friends United Meeting in East Africa, Christian Faith and Practice in the Friends Church, 2002, reprinted 
with Kiswahili translation, 2012. 
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Bible, consisting of the Old and New Testaments, is proclaimed as the written word of God.  
“Read through the eyes of prayer, the Bible tells us about the nature and promises of God; the 
work and message of our Saviour Jesus Christ; and the right conduct of life as individuals and 
life in the church. No doctrine or prophecy, which is in conflict with the message of the Bible, 
can be accepted”2. The Richmond Declaration of Faith, 1887, an historic expression of the faith 
of Friends United Meeting, declares: “The great inspirer of the Bible is ever its true interpreter. 
He performs this office in condescending love, not by superseding our understandings, but by 
renewing and enlightening them. Where Christ presides, idle speculation is hushed; His doctrine 
is learned in the doing of His will, and all knowledge ripens into a deeper and richer experience 
of His truth and love.”3 

Studying the Bible helps students develop a deep understanding of God’s truth, and leads them 
to apply Biblical principles to their ministries, lives and the changing society. The college focuses 
on the following Biblical principles: 

1. God has made Himself known to humanity; His works and His will are made known to 
women and men through the process of revelation. 

2. The Bible is authoritative scripture that is inspired by the Holy Spirit and completely reliable 
in revealing God’s purposes and 
His Good News to humanity. 

3. The Holy Spirit illuminates 
believers to understand Scripture 
and accept it as true, enabling 
them to develop an intimate 
relationship with Christ, hence 
growing to spiritual maturity. 

4. The Bible should be 
interpreted in its literary context. 
Literary criticism illuminates a 
text by examining the moods, 
sentences, paragraphs, and 
chapters that surround and 
explain a text.  

5. The Bible should be 
interpreted in historical context, 
by determining the people and 
culture receiving the text, 
identifying the authors and 
audience, determining the 
original intended meaning and, 
finally, making application to 
our life today. 

                                                      
2 Ibid., 1 
3 Ibid., 30 
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B. Ministry 

Studies 

Friends Theological 
College is committed 
to providing an 
educational setting 
where a “Christ” 
model of pastoral 
ministry can be studied 
and learned. Teaching 
students to minister 
out of faithfulness to 
the leading of the Holy 
Spirit is the non-
negotiable starting 
point, allowing the 
Spirit to be both source 
and resource for 
wisdom, creativity, 
vitality in ministry in 
the manner of Friends and in the way that appeals to God. At FTC it is assumed that God calls 
both men and women to various ministries and therefore both men and women may prepare 
themselves for ministry. 

Teaching of pastoral ministry prepares students for work in local congregations, particularly 
around areas of spiritual formation and ecclesiology. Students receive holistic training that gives 
great spiritual enlightenment of the true ministry of Christ. It attends to students’ intellectual, 
spiritual, emotional and relational growth as they develop the skills necessary for effective 
ministry in churches, schools and meetings. Issues related to authority, leadership and universal 
ministry require theological reflection and practical understanding. Methods of analysing 
congregations and institutions are taught, helping students to offer right resources in helpful 
ways. Students will find rich resources for learning leadership. 

The pastoral ministry emphasis is for students who sense a call to serve in churches and 
institutions. In this respect, students gain instruction, experience and competency in particular 
aspects of ministry, including preaching, missions, evangelism, and other pastoral work, 
including funerals and grief ministry, weddings, and pre-marital counselling. Maintaining the 
personal and family health of the minister is also studied and practiced. Students are involved in 
practical activities both in class and outside class, such as Sunday School and other education 
ministries, hospital ministry, church ministry, guidance and counselling, missions, evangelism 
and the Alternatives to Violence Project. 

The college requires that students participate in extensive practical ministry learning during all 
the study programmes. During their studies, students are encouraged to “learn by doing” and 
allow their academic work to shed light on problems and questions as they encounter them. 
Some students have had considerable pastoral experience before enrolling in FTC and some even 
continue their active pastoral ministry responsibilities while studying at FTC. Regardless of the 
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extent of their experience prior to enrolling, by the time they complete particular progammes all 
students are well seasoned in pastoral ministry. Students called to specialized ministries such as 
full-time missionary service, theological education at the college or university level, 
humanitarian administration, or peace-making and reconciliation develop the foundation at FTC 
they need for further service and training.  

To those whose calling in ministry may be in counselling and spiritual nurture, the FTC 
chaplaincy programme allows students to strengthen their listening, counselling, and 
communication skills. Preparation for ministry in the many Quaker schools in Kenya is a special 
emphasis of the chaplaincy program. Other ministries for which students may be prepared 
include hospital, prison and industrial chaplaincy. Students are introduced to insights from the 
social sciences and practical resources for carrying out their Christian ministries effectively and 
faithfully. 

Most students live in the residence halls on campus during their courses of study, while a small 
number live in the local area and come to campus each day. Still others enrol in the “school-
based programme,” which delivers the learning process in short terms that are scheduled to 
coincide with school breaks. Campus life is led by a student government, which is overseen by 
the Dean of Students. Regardless of the programme in which they are enrolled, FTC students 
mature in their capacity to nurture the life of the entire community, respect the needs of others, 
cooperate to achieve desired goals, and develop important ministry skills.  

C. Theology 

Friends Theological College teaches theology by introducing students to the history and practice 
of reflecting on faith, on the church’s theological symbols and on the ways in which particular 
doctrines give shape to our experience. Theology draws students into the many and diverse 
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Christian theological traditions. Students read and discuss texts, ancient and contemporary, 
revelation, the Holy Spirit, God, Christ, humanity, salvation, church and eschatology. 

Particular attention is given to the biblical and theological basis for Christian worship practices. 
What is the role of adoration, awe, the physical senses, ritual and the complexities of 
contemporary society in worship? The teaching of theology examines the premise that worship is 
a first order theological act and that the study of theology itself can be pursued as a kind of 
worship.  

The college emphasizes the role of context and culture in theology and in the practice of ministry 
and seeks to make first-hand cross-cultural experience and careful reflection upon it available to 
students at each level of study.  

As a process of reflecting on Christian faith, theology aims to explore ministry issues through a 
deep and holistic vision. Students examine the idea of God and construct a living credo in 
conversation with their own histories and the range of material they have studied in the college.  

D. Church History 

FTC teaches church history because our God created history (Genesis 1:1-5). Our God oversees 
and acts in history (Exodus 3:7-10). Our God entered history in the person of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth (John 1:14). Our God is a God of history, who moves through time and space to be 
present with and to co-create with His children. FTC teaches the history of the church from the 
first century, medieval period, reformation and the present. 
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FTC places particular 
emphasis on the history of 
Quakerism, since the 
college was established 
under the direction of the 
Friends Church and is 
operated by Friends United 
Meeting. Students learn 
about the origin of 
Quakerism, its spread, its 
early leaders, and its 
influence within the 
contemporary church. 

Learning church history 
helps students to understand 
who they are and where 
they are heading. The study 
of history teaches humility 
in the Christian faith by 
identifying past mistakes 
and preparing future generations to avoid them.  

Church history prepares students to become active citizens of the church and the world and to 
understand the ways that the international community is inter-dependent. From this perspective, 
students find a doorway into ecumenical understanding and sharpen their skills in listening to 
and understanding their neighbours. 

As students study church history, they find that this generation’s issues may not be so different 
from those of the past. Through studying the history of the church, students are helped to know 
that God is at work in this history. The great renewals of Christian history have been begun by 
those who learned from the spiritual journeys of the leaders of the church in the past. The self-
propagating, self-governing and self-supporting churches of the future are not built by forgetting 
the past but by building upon it.  

E. Contemporary World 

Friends Theological College helps students deal with issues in their surrounding social, economic 
and political environment in a context in which faith, culture and life are in dialogue and in 
which students are empowered to shape and enrich their world with meaning, purpose and hope. 
Students learn the essential knowledge, skills and capacities for active citizenship and lifelong 
learning. 

Followers of Christ are keenly aware of the profound fallenness of humanity outside of God’s 
love and redemption. But instead of standing apart in condemnation of the evil of the world, 
Christ’s followers are called to be agents of God’s love and grace. Preparation for ministry at 
FTC is therefore a constant process of applying theological and spiritual truth to the realities of 
human evil and of being in the world, but not of the world. 
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Friends Theological College provides learning opportunities that lead students to explore and 
question significant ideas and create new knowledge. Effective leadership, peace and conflict 
transformation, and contemporary religions like Islam and African Traditional Religion are 
among the key concepts and movements studied. These studies enrich the learners’ scope of 
understanding of the dynamics of ministry.  

Through the campus work program, students learn important ministry lessons in perseverance, 
innovative planning and collaboration, as well as technical skills that can later be applied in 
assisting others to improve in their social and economic development.  

The college has a well-equipped library that helps students understand the issues of their society 
and deal with the complexity and changing nature of the issues. Special attention is given to 
learning English and writing skills so they can communicate effectively with others about the 
solutions to society’s needs. Students are expected to become computer literate so as to be able to 
study issues affecting society both globally and locally.  

HIV/AIDS continues to be a major health, economic and social challenge as students engage in 
ministry in Africa, partly because many Christians have been reluctant to recognize that the 
victims of the disease are all around them. Students learn about HIV/AIDS and other serious 
health and social issues so that they may be agents of Christ’s healing comfort and love.  

Finally, learning about the contemporary world enables ongoing spiritual and personal 
transformation and introduces students to new ways of discovering God’s love for the world and 
God’s empowerment in their ministry.  


